
 

6th  BULLETIN  
(July 2010) 
 
Dear friends: 
Here you have the 6th Bulletin of our 
region. 
In the last weeks I have forwarded you 
many e-mails from Hennie La Grange, 
General Secretary of ICMA, regarding 
important events for our ministry and 
for the seafarers. 
We will speak about it in this bulletin 
and also inform you about the activities 
of ICMA centres in our region.  
Let me insist on the importance to share 
our experiences and to develop our 
networking. 
The “Year of the seafarer” is still a hot 
topic, a good platform to organize 
activities. 
From the sunny Spain, I wish you all a 
nice summer time. 
Ricardo 
Regional Coordinator 

 
ICMA AGM and 
Consultative Forum in 
Penang (Malaysia) 
24-26.9.2010 
 
The ICMA Executive Committee, the 
Regional Coordinators, the Heads of the 
Educational and Training Programmes 
and representatives of other important 
organisations like ICSW and ITF, will 
meet in Penang (Malaysia) from 
September 24th to 26th.  

Preparing this event, Hennie La Grange 
has asked all of us to participate 
through: 
 
1.) Submission of papers, motions or 
proposals. Until now, I have got two 
papers from Mission de la Mer 
(France). Please, if you have any more 
paper, send it to me urgently. 
 
2.) Members Reports. The Black Sea, 
Mediterranean and Middle East Region 
should present a global report. I have 
got a few local reports from our region, 
but it would be good to get some more. 
 
3.) Contributions to a workshop on 
ICMA's theological thinking. 
The Executive Committee has invited 
members of ICMA to submit 
papers or suggestions on such a 
theology. ICMA’s Doctors of theology 
and also everyone in ICMA is invited to 
contribute. The Executive Committee 
has requested Reverend Markus von 
Martens, to coordinate the project. 
 
I need any contribution from the region 
before July 30th. 
 

Campaign against piracy 

 
 
The campaign has already collected 
100,000 signatures. ICMA continues to 
urge all our members, chaplains, 
seafarers’ centres staff, volunteers and 
supporters to add their voice to the 
campaign. 
All ICMA members are urged to 
continue to promote the campaign both 



 

within and beyond the maritime sector. 
Numerous resources, including a Power 
Point presentation, are now available 
from the ITF. 
Please sign yourselves and invite other 
people to sign: 
http://www.endpiracynow.org/ 
There are several ways you can help. 
As an individual: 
§ sign our petition yourself 
§ be a petition ambassador  
§ distribute the link to your contacts / 
mailing list 
§ ask your friends/associates to do the 
same 
§ add the petition link to your email 
signature 
 
As a Seafarers’ Centre or a Seafarers’ 
Welfare provider: 
§   On internet access terminals, set the 
petition page as the browser's home 
page so when the seafarers approach the 
terminals they will see the petition and 
sign it 
§ Talk to the seafarers you deal with 
about the petition, ask them to sign it 
and to get their ship mates to do the 
same 
§  Download the petition and have 
printed copies for seafarers to sign at 
the centre. You can return the signed 
pages back to us by post or by email 
(scanned). Please send them in as you 
collect them rather than waiting until 
September, so that we can keep a 
running total.  
 
You may  also contact María Rodriguez 
(ITF) at  
rodriguez-perez_maria@itf.org.uk 
 

Information on your society's 
piracy response initiatives 
 
The Executive Committee also decided 
that the Secretariat should gather 
information from all ICMA’s members 
on what you are doing to care for 
affected seafarers.   
Please ask someone in your society to 
gather the information, or to write an 
article and to send it to ICMA for 
publication. 
  

Survey on Shore leave denial 
and port access for ship 
visitors 
 
The ITF has approached ICMA for 
information on seafarers’ shore leave 
and port access for ship visitors. 
As you already know, 
ICMA has published an online 
survey.   
www.surveymonkey.com/s/YBSCR9J  
The survey has only 10 questions and 
should not take longer than 5 minutes to 
complete.   
ICMA eagerly awaits your response. If 
you haven’t done it yet, do it please.  
  

In search of New Talent for 
Icma projects 
 
The Executive Committee has resolved 
that the ICMA general secretary, project 
managers and committee chairs 
should encourage members to make 
new talent available to participate in 
ICMA-programs. 



 

Hence this letter to ask that you 
consider alerting the ICMA Secretariat 
of persons whom you believe could 
make a significant contribution to the 
ICMA’s international fraternity 
Note that contributors to ICMA 
programs are not paid by ICMA, but all 
their expenses are reimbursed. 
 

Planned resource library for 
ICMA members 
 
At its last meeting in London, the 
Executive Committee noted the request 
of the Consultative Forum that ICMA 
may be of some help as a central 
resource library for links and contacts 
that you, our members, may use to get 
hold of various media that you could 
use in your ministry for distribution 
among seafarers. 
This may include 
1.    Printable material (e-mailed 
newspapers, newsletters, thoughts for 
the day, etc) 
2.    Christian videos (fiction and 
factual) 
3.    Ready printed material (leaflets, 
commentaries, study courses, etc) 
4.    Bibles in various languages 
5.    Websites and links to helpful 
support sites 
6.    Links to funders and funding 
7.    Campaigns and projects (that you 
may have devised yourself, like the UK 
& Eire Lenten campaign which has 
sadly been discontinued), 
Etc. 
Please, send ICMA your  informations 
icma.admin@btconnect.com 
 
 

 ICSW announces 
International Seafarers 
Welfare Awards 

The ICSW will shortly be launching 
the International Seafarers Welfare 
Awards as part of the IMO’s 
International Year of the Seafarer.   
The awards are designed to recognise 
excellence in seafarers’ welfare. 

There will be four categories: 
·  Seafarers centre of the year, 
·  Shipping company of the year, 
·  port of the year, and 
·  Welfare personality of the year. 

The first three categories will be 
nominated by seafarers. The fourth 
category, welfare personality of the 
year, will be awarded to a person 
nominated by welfare providers like 
ICMA or any of ICMA’s members. 
Criteria for nominating such an 
individual are published on an ICSW 
website dedicated to the awards.  
www.seafarerswelfareawards.org/ 
Nominations are open until 15 
September 2010. Entries for the awards 
close on 24 September 2010. Judging 
will take place in October, with the 
awards presented by the IMO Secretary 
General, Admiral Efthimios 
Mitropoulos, at an event in London on 1 
December 2010. 

 
 
 
 



 

National Annual Meeting of 
the Mission de la Mer 

(France) 
Resume of the final Declaration 
 
The Mission de la Mer held its national 
meeting in Port de Bouc, near 
Marseilles, from 13 to 16 May 2010 on 
the theme "The Mission, how to share 
and realize our faith in Jesus Christ who 
gives us life ? "We have to talk and say 
what we believe from our Christian 
faith: respect for creation and 
responsibility and compromise with all 
men from land and sea, the need to act 
to globalization with a human face, just 
and united ...These beliefs are supported 
in the practice by taking care of 
merchant seafarers and fishers…. 
 
In fishing, we are mindful of a rational 
and sustainable control fishing effort, 
which will preserve the resource, and 
ensure decent living conditions and 
working fishermen and their families. 
 
…It is essential to achieve, through 
respectful dialogue between fishermen 
and scientists, a clear approach to 
fishery resources. It is not normal that 
the experience and views of fishermen 
are ignored when making decisions 
about their craft, their lives and their 
future. In various ports, the Mission of 
the Sea will offer teams to reflect with 
others on these points. 
 
As for merchant seamen, the crisis is 
being felt: the contracts get longer and 
the pressures are strong on the part of 
companies to accept lower conditions. It 

is also often difficult for seafarers to 
leave the boat and to go ashore for a 
relaxing time away from their stressful 
lives on board. 
 
In port, we see a breakthrough in the 
creation of welfare committees, but we 
regret the slow pace of implementation. 
Today some seafarer’s centres are also 
in precarious financial situation. It is 
urgent that the shipping companies and 
port authorities contribute with more 
economic resources... We expect 
support from all port organisations, to 
ensure that quality of service provided 
to sailors, also taking into account their 
spiritual needs to be improved. 
The Mission de la Mer also participates 
assisting the crews of cruise ships and 
seeking to exercise a chaplaincy among 
crews and passengers.  
 
An important challenge is to reach 
young people in maritime schools.  
 
There are also all areas of our coastline, 
fishing and merchant ports where 
Mission de la Mer is not present. To 
move forward, it is necessary to find 
cooperation with the dioceses.  
 
The year 2010 was declared "Year of 
the seafarer" by the IMO (International 
Maritime Organisation). It would be a 
real success for seafarers, if France and 
other countries of the European Union 
finally ratified the Maritime Labour 
Convention 2006.  
 
Sea world remains always a place of 
mission that challenges us. We are 
compromised in working with others 



 

towards the common good of humanity 
and international solidarity, according 
the Gospel  
Approaching sailors of all nations, 
cultures and creeds, we demonstrate the 
universality of the Church. It is an 
incentive and a call to get carried away 
by the Spirit. 
 
Port de Bouc, le dimanche 16 mai 2010  
Monsieur Philippe Martin, président, 
Père Guy Pasquier, secrétaire national. 
 

Yalta Sport Activities 
 

 
 
Yalta Seafarers Club develops a 
fantastic activity organizing football and 
basket ball games for seafarers. The use 
to organize an important number of the 
football games of the yearly 
Mediterranean and Black Sea Football 
Cup. 
 

Year of the Seafarer 
Activities in the region: 

 

Workshop on MLC 2006 
In Barcelona, AOS has organized with 
the support of the Port, as an activity for 
the year of the Seafarer,  a workshop on 
MLC 2006. The President of the Port 
will chair it. 
Following organizations will be 
represented: ILO, Spanish Maritime 
Administration, Spanish Ship Owners 
Association, Spanish Labour 
Department and Seafarers. 
The date is the 30th September. 
 
SEAFARERS PHOTO AWARD 2010 
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In Barcelona we have organised a photo 
award. The objective is to highlight 
aspects of the life and work of seafarers. 
You will get in these days full 
information about it. 
Please, participate and encourage also 
seafarers to participate on it. 
You may also get more information 
through our web:  
www.telefonica.net/web2/aosbcn 
 

“Twinning centres program” 
In March 2 staff members of “Stella 
Maris friends” in Venice, visited 
Duckdulben International seamen’s club 
in Hamburg and members of the staff of 



 

this centre will visit Venice in the near 
future. 
If you like to have such experience with 
a centre in another port, contact Tatiana 
Tarasyk (seamencl@te.net.ua). 
 

 
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

On the 16th of July, in the ports and 
fishing villages of Spain, seafarers and 
fishers celebrate the feast of their 
patroness: Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
known locally as Nuestra Señora del 
Carmen.  
Here two pictures from the celebrations 
in Barcelona 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
ICMA World Conference 
2011 
 
The next ICMA World Conference will 
be celebrated in Hamburg in August 
2011, from 19th to 23th. 
It will be very useful to the planning 
committee to receive an estimate from 
all ICMA’s members of the number of 
persons that you intend to send to the 
World Conference.   
 
 
 
 

This was the 6th bulletin. 
Please send contributions for 
the next one!  
 


